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will never reach its God-given and in-
tended destiny. 

That’s why I stand so strongly on 
preserving respect and adherence to 
the rule of law. That’s why I reject the 
President’s lawless activities to sus-
pend immigration law that he doesn’t 
like and advance his political founda-
tion in doing so. 

The President has suspended immi-
gration law by executive amnesty, is 
what he has done. That’s what the de-
bate was about last night with the 
King amendment. That’s what the vote 
was about this morning with the King 
amendment that passed with strong 
support in a bipartisan way. Some peo-
ple I think took a walk. But in any 
case, my amendment said they’ll not 
use any of the funds appropriated in 
the bill to enforce the Morton memos, 
which are the memos commonly re-
ferred to that come from the Presi-
dent’s wish to grant amnesty by execu-
tive edict. 

And in one of those memos, the most 
famous of which, which established 
Dream Act Light, the President of the 
United States went out and did a press 
conference within 2 hours of the 
issuing of the memo that came from 
Janet Napolitano’s office. And it says 
in that memo seven different times 
that we’ll apply this on an individual 
basis only, on an individual basis only. 
I can repeat that five more times. That 
gives you a sense of what they put in 
the memo. 

They know that when you litigate 
something like this, the individual 
basis only is the reference to prosecu-
torial discretion. The executive branch 
has the prosecutorial discretion. It’s 
well established. I agree with it. They 
can’t enforce every single law, but the 
law also requires that when ICE en-
counters an individual that they be-
lieve to be unlawfully in the United 
States, they are obligated to place 
them into deportation proceedings. 
That’s the law. 

The President suspended this specific 
law. He created four classes of people 
under the Morton memos and then has 
suspended the law as being applied 
against these four classes of people. 
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He’s not doing it on an individual 

basis, only it’s lip service on an indi-
vidual basis only. 

And of 450,000 people that had already 
been adjudicated for deportation, they 
have now waived that on 300,000 and 
they’re grinding through the rest. It 
looks like they’re on their way to near-
ly half a million people that get admin-
istrative amnesty, and this is before 
the ‘‘Dream Act Lite’’ memo came out. 
That’s another chunk of this. 

So the President has, time after 
time, through the actions of his execu-
tives, defied his oath of office, which is 
to take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. That’s the President’s obliga-
tion. It’s his oath to the Constitution. 
He had his hand on the Bible when he 
gave that oath. And he gave an oath to 
our Constitution. 

He gave a lecture to some students 
out here at a high school on March 28, 
year before last I believe it was. And 
they asked him, why don’t you just 
pass an executive order, sign an execu-
tive order to grant lawful status to the 
Dream Act kids? 

And the President said, as a former 
adjunct constitutional law professor at 
the University of Chicago, accurately, 
he said, I don’t have the authority to 
do that. The legislature passes the 
laws. My job is to carry them out. And 
the judicial branch is to pass judgment 
on the meaning of the technicality of 
the law. Pretty good response for a 
constitutional law adjunct professor. 

And about a year later, the President 
decided he wasn’t bound by his oath of 
the Constitution. Neither was he bound 
by the analysis or the opinion that he 
gave the high school kids; defied his 
oath, and he defied his own judgment, 
publicly stated, and granted adminis-
trative amnesty through a whole series 
of six different memos known as the 
Morton memos. 

We cannot be a civilized country if 
we’re going to have a President who 
legislates by executive edict, or by 
press conference, by the way. 

Mr. Speaker, you’ll remember that 
ObamaCare was not supposed to fund 
abortion, nor was it supposed to fund 
contraceptives or sterilizations. There 
was an accommodation that was made 
in an amendment here and some nego-
tiations with the President. 

But they do it anyway. They impose 
this on our faith communities as well. 
And our churches filed multiple law-
suits, more than I can actually quote 
into this RECORD today, to object on 
the grounds of religious liberty. 

This country shall not impose a vio-
lation of religious liberty on our faith 
people, and it shall not draw a distinc-
tion between an individual’s faith, a 
private sector business’ faith, or a 
church itself. It’s all the same. No one 
is exempt from the protection of our 
First Amendment rights. 

Yet, this administration goes after 
them. And when he heard the heat that 
came back from the churches and, par-
ticularly, the Roman Catholic Church, 
the President did a press conference at 
noon on a Friday, and he said, I’m 
going to make an accommodation to 
the religious institution, an accommo-
dation. Now I’m going to require the 
insurance companies to provide these 
things for free, abortifacients, contra-
ceptives, sterilizations, and he repeated 
himself, ‘‘for free.’’ 

The President can’t do that. Even if 
the rule further defines the ObamaCare 
law that passed, that rule’s got to be 
published. It’s got to go through the 
administrative procedures course of ac-
tion. 

The President cannot just simply, 
with impunity and utter arrogance, 
step up to a podium with the Great 
Seal of the President of the United 
States on it and say, now I’m changing 
things. Hugo Chavez does that. Barack 
Obama did that. He legislated by press 
conference. 

And now we have more lawlessness 
coming to undermine the rule of law: 
grant an amnesty to 11 million people 
that, if history shows us right, will be 
33 million people. If you score that dy-
namically, you take $6.3 trillion times 
3 and you get better into the zone on 
what this could cost. 

This House is going to stand and op-
pose amnesty. It’s going to defend the 
rule of law. It’s going to protect the 
dignity of every human person, God’s 
gift to this planet. But this country is 
also God’s gift to this planet. 

And I urge, Mr. Speaker, all of those 
that are listening to this discussion 
that we’re having, and my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle, let’s stick 
with our oath of office. Let’s stick with 
our oath to uphold the Constitution. 
Let’s defend the rule of law. 

Let’s have a smart, legal immigra-
tion policy that rewards people that 
follow the law and can come here and 
contribute to this country. We cannot 
be the lifeboat for all of the poverty in 
the world. But we can be the inspira-
tion for all of God’s creatures on this 
planet. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF WEDNES-
DAY, JUNE 5, 2013 AT PAGE 3214 

Accordingly, the Committee rose; 
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
BARLETTA) having assumed the chair, 
Ms. FOXX, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 2217) making appropria-
tions for the Department of Homeland 
Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes, 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
chair announces that the correct tally 
on rollcall vote number 205 was 146 
ayes and 280 noes. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TODAY 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. THOMPSON of California (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 
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